Found Memories

Collage, Found Road Maps, Instant Film
30 x 36 inches, NFS

Among the wastes of the societal collapse held within the vast Great Basin
are the memories and yearnings of its former inhabitants. These personal
moments are held within various objects that are now scattered across the
landscape, no longer serving as a memento but as litter emptied of their
original nostalgic value. Even so, the current inhabitants of the land find these
objects alluring for their lost meaning, no longer accessible but still haunting
the present day (the future) through its implication. Momentos, souvenirs, and
knick-knacks no longer serve as the direct reminder of a memory they were
initially made or bought for, but as a reminder to the current inhabitants of
these long gone times, of these memories that no longer exist except through
the evidence that has managed to stick around.

Having collected a number of these objects while wandering the desert,
mountains, and ruins, one inhabitant sought to use these to piece together
the existence that has now long been gone. One such exercise are these
maps seen here, compiled from various old road maps and

instant film prints. The locations seen in the photos have been roughly
triangulated and collaged into the road maps as an attempt at wayfind-
ing. Upon returning to the past, this inhabitant hopes to use these maps to
navigate themselves around the landscape. All the while, they will see how
these pictured locations have changed over time. Were these locations at
one point taken care of, and can they be returned to that state? Has the
littering and destruction already begun? Are they even still there? By using
these detached memories, the inhabitants will be able to navigate this past
landscape in order to learn more of their current one.

Artifact Specislalist: Luke Rizzotto




The HEPA 8000

Palladium mesh, plagioclase coils, blédite and olivine pigments,
and perchlorate-eating bacteria (Not to be confused with: window
screen mesh, cardboard, fabric, tape, paint, and ink)

24 x 19 inches, NFS

3M HEPA 8000™ — When it stops glowing, you best get going!

Introducing the HEPA 8000! With a MERV rating of +20, this new 3M product
offers the ultimate protection in air filtration and personal life support. The
HEPA 8000 is guaranteed to protect against a wide range of both Martian and
Earth-based pollutants, including pet dander, contaminated-water mold, and
Martian regolith. Even a Medusae Fossae dust storm is no match for our state-
of-the-art filtration technology!

Unlike other filtration systems, the 3M HEPA 8000™ also includes Perchlorate
Detection Coils to alert you when your life support system may be insufficient
for the area, or is failing. For your safety, only the hungriest dissimilatory
perchlorate-reducing bacteria (DPRB) are used in 3M products. When your
filter is in proper working order, the colors of the bacteria-coated plagioclase
coils will continue to glow. If, however, the perchlorate in the surrounding area
increases to a level that is too high for the DPRB to consume, the coils will
fade, indicating a need to seek additional life support measures. Hence our
motto, “when it stops glowing, you best get going!”

The HEPA 8000 is compatible with all 3M filtration systems and is designed
for use in home habitats, dune rovers, and time travel pods.

WARNING: This product can expose you to chemicals which are known to

the former State of California to cause cancer, birth defects, and reproductive
harm.

Artifact Specislalist: Samantha Buchanan




Kaozz Zip Lace

Mixed media of repurposed metal zippers, crocheted fishing line,

Peruvian wool roving
10 x 8 inches, $225

Consumer goods are now almost exclusively plastic, and there is a trend to
appreciate and even fetishize utilitarian metal items of the past. Mundane
metal components are widely sought for their design appeal, durability, and
nostalgia. Zip Lace is an example of this trend. This Zip Lace necklace is
constructed in the iconic Kaozz style and features rare zips from 1980s Head
and 1970s Pierre Cardin sportswear. Due to the typical heaviness of Zip Lace,
it is worn most often for special occasions like weddings and Arbor Day.

Artifact Specislalist: Anna Newman




Detect, Alert, and Warn Gas Collar

Circuits, recyled plastic bottle 3d filament, backpack straps
15 inch diameter, NFS

“D.AW.G. Collar - Detect, Alert, and Warn Gas Collar”

The D.AW.G. Collar is essential for detecting, alerting, and warning the
wearer of dangerous and noxious gas levels. This object is standard issue
to all future citizens, alerting them to unsafe air and gas levels as a defense
against the invisible threats encroaching upon them.

In a future shaped by environmental decay and industrial greed, the D.A.W.G.
Collar stands as a sentinel against the unseen perils of our tainted world. This
unassuming device, a lifeline for its wearers, monitors the air for deadly gases:
Carbon Monoxide, Methane, LPG, Ammonia, Nitrogen Oxides, Alcohol,
Smoke, Benzene, and Hydrogen.

Each sensor, a vigilant guardian, triggers the collar’s LEDs to glow—blue

for safety, red for danger—signaling the invisible threats with urgent clarity.
Issued to every citizen, the collar symbolizes our collective resilience and the
stark necessity of technological vigilance, confronting the experience of state-
issued protective measures.”

Artifact Specislalist: Audrey Love




Apocalyptic Teapot

Ceramic & foam
5 x 7 inches, $90

This teapot has survived the times. With a ceramic base and foam lid, this
teapot is a sturdy piece of artwork that filters, insulates, and holds warm
beverages for the modern day consumer or survivor of the of this post
apocalyptic day and age.

Artifact Specislalist: Nina Hees




Light Diffuser

Ceramic, solder, mirrors
5x 2 x 2 inches, $75

This kaleidoscope is able to deflect sunlight making it possible for the modern
adventure to look at the sun. A durable light diffuser made out of solder,
ceramic, and mirror glass that's easy to carry around with it's worn down
handle.

Artifact Specislalist: Nina Hees




Betula platyphylla var. japonica

Japanese White Birch, silver leaf, mirror
28 x 30 inches, NFS

The remnants of the last birch tree in North America rest atop a reflection
pool, gilded with silver to symbolize the wealth and success of those who
preserved these trees against all odds. Pieces of bark serve as a sundial,
frozen in time. This birch tree, once devastated by high heat, drought, and
the bronze birch borer, succumbed to the harsh conditions of arid lands many

years ago.

Artifact Specislalist: Shelby McAuliffe




Bat Signal Communicator

Portable charger, USB-C cord, light bulb, putty, graphic art tape
12 x 6 inches, NFS

The Bat Signal Communicator is used to intercept and interpret cues from
bats. This is an older model, having been thrown together in a hurry (prior to
the ship’s hijacking!) in order to gain intelligence from bats in our present day.
This communicator is comprised of a portable charger fused to a light bulb.
The user clicks the charger’s button in morse code, and the simultaneously
flashing lights signal the bats’ attention. In a future where phones and
computers no longer function in their original capacity, these devices and
their accessories have been repurposed for other means.

Unfortunately, the Bat Signal Communicator has been damaged in the crash.

Artifact Specislalist: Brandy Burgess




The Yap Map

Umbrella
Person sized, NFS

Amongst the scattered wreckage lied an open umbrella. Sized for an
individual person, it seems to be one of the many mass-produced parasols
still lingering about the earth. To no surprise, its exterior plastic fibers appear
as any other, unassuming. Interior is unlike its shell. Scribbles and doodles
inscribed on red sienna drapes. What to make of this shield?

The owner left a note: Umbrellas as resistance against the sun’s harsh rays and
increasingly surveilled streets. Remember 2014, Hong Kong. Pepper spray

and retaliation but 1.03 million umbrellas in solidarity. We are powerful.

Artifact Specislalist: Ashley Frost




Glow Jelly Egg Medium

Ceramic
4 x 8 inches, $63

This is the Egg Case of a creature that has been genetically modified by Reno
dwellers to filter lithium out of lithium-saturated water, making it safe to drink
and use. The creature this egg sac comes from, resembles that of a jellyfish.
These egg cases are often collected and sold to reno families as a childrens
“toy”, to teach children how to filter water to safely use. These creatures emit
a pink glow as they metabolize the lithium in the water, which allows these
creatures to double as a night light, for young children. The life cycle of this
creature ends once they have filtered out all of the lithium in the water they
inhabit. They lay a single egg case made out of calcium speckled with lithium,
and are filled with multiple offspring. These eggs go into a diapause state
and only hatch when exposed to lithium-saturated water. These eggs can go
decades before hatching.

Artifact Specislalist: Adrian Rodriguez




Pretty Red

Fabric
24 x 24 inches, $250

Jolly Rogers, traditionally associated with piracy, are iconic symbols that
typically represent rebellion, lawlessness, and a spirit of adventure. These
flags were historically used by pirates to strike fear into their enemies and
assert their independence from established authorities. Today, Jolly Rogers
transcend their original context to become symbols of nonconformity and
individuality. In the world of Square Nevada, a Jolly Roger becomes a
symbolic representation of the collective’s unity, resilience, and commitment
to freedom in a world transformed by catastrophe and collective action.

Artifact Specislalist: Ashley Brock




Future Jesuses

Clay, plaster, acrylic, hair, paint
31 x 18 x 12 inches, $2,000

Altar piece honoring the milk mommy caregivers of the communities in

this future. Accept an offering of precious keratin-rich nail dust. See Field
Guide for its many uses. See “Letter to M” and “Beauties” for more detailed
accounts of hyper lactation, nail/hair growth.

Artifact Specislalist: Inessa llles & Nick Kasunic

Clay slabs

Clay, silica, kaolin, frit, lithium, fingernail dust (in glaze and glue),
stained glass, sugar, stevia

1) “Gatherer Train” Braided hair hammocks holding the day’s
above-ground treasures 18 x 8 inches, $400

2) "Ants Sitting on Seeds like Birds on Eggs” 9 x 7 inches, $400
3) Nail Files/Dust Bowls

a) 18 x 8 x 2 inches, $300 (angels)

b) 7 x 7 x 2 inches (bowl), $300
4) "Roots Reaching for Stolen Water” 15 x 15 inches, $300

Artifact Specislalist: Inessa llles, Nick Kasunic




Field Guide: the uses of nail dust and other
recipes and habits for survival and daily
delights

Ink on fabric
8 x 8 inches
$200

Fire-proof your hair, get the glue recipe right, learn about desert glass. Consider the
long-term effects of lithium and get a clue about Prosperity Guardians. Take a copy
and add your own essential shares.

Artifact Specislalist: Nick Kasunic

Letterto M

Ink & dye on fabric
76 x 50 inches
$1500

Inessa’s great great grandfather, m, is one of the early pioneers of our new
survival. Their journals are regularly replicated, taught and shared. Their
innovations and experiences honored. One picture of m as a child, holding up
two thumb-ups and a nervous smile, has survived the ages. Nick writes a letter
to m, one of many over the years. It is unclear if m is ever meant to receive it.

Artifact Specislalist: Jenny Jiang, Nick Kasunic, Maya Tran




Eek the Sloth and Nora the Human: the
Tunnels Made by Cuties Like Us

Ink on fabric

2 panels, 60 x 24 inches each
$1000

Bed-time story: Prehistoric giant sloth tunnels that are rediscovered by the
new humans and inspire new ways of life.

Artifact Specislalist: Nick Kasunic

Beauties
Ink on fabric

24 x 18 inches
$250

Glimpse some of the new culture. On this day, the previous year’s milk
mommies are being honored, the new milk mommies are being introduced
and celebrated. Sing along if you know it (the echoes of the tunnels and the
chorus of sagebrush in the wind play along).

Artifact Specislalist: Nick Kasunic




The Future is Cu(te/nt), did you see my
nails?

glass, copper, solder, paint, swag

$300

Artifact Specislalist: Inessa llles & Nick Kasunic

Ode to Ant

Glass, copper, solder
5 x 2x 2 inches
$75

A forever shoutout to the ants that stored and protected the seeds until they
could return to struggle with those committed to saving Earth.

Artifact Specislalist: Inessa llles

Cup
glass, mirror, solder, copper fobers
8 x 5 x 5 inches $250

Water--think about it. An altar piece meant to remind the owner of the
blessings yet to come. Also, this particular color theory with glimpses of
oneself in the slivers of mirror eases lithium sickness.

Artifact Specislalist: Inessa llles






